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Together, transforming poverty into 
life!
Dear brothers and sisters, 

You are receiving this newsletter because you belong to the Armonia
family! We appreciate your efforts to support us as we take part in God’s
work to transform poverty into life!

Christmas celebrations
The Christmas celebrations ar Armonia were beautiful. We celebrated

Jesus’ birth among us as communites. The first celebration took place at the
Student  Residence.  David  Cross  and  Jim Seay  came representing  several
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brothers  and  sisters  from  the  U.S.,  and  bought
gifts for everyone on their behalf. The parents of
the Armonia Scholars came to make tamales with
the Residence’s  corn that  the  Scholars  planted,
helped  cleaned  the  beans,  feed  the  chickens,
helped Elpidio –our stonemason– finish the new
bathroom walls,  made tamales, and many other
things. In the morning of December 3rd, we went

to the local hospital to give tamales to the people
who have  to sleep in the street as they wait for
their loved ones who are hopitalizzed. 

In  the  evening,  we  had  our  Christmas
celebration. The Scholars sang Christmas songs,
Amancio  played his  saxophone,  Saul  Jr.  Gave a
talk, Reynita sang a Christian song, and everyone
introduced  themselves.  We  had  a  wonderful
dinner,  followed  by  the  gifts,  which  included
blankets  for  the  cold  weather,  towels,  toys,
toiletries,  chocolates,  and  other  things.  Our
friends, relatives, and neighbors were there. 

The next day we went to have lunch with
the  teachers,  secretatries,  and  the  principal  of
the highschool that the Armonia Scholars attend.
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We thank God for
allowing us to part-
take in transforming

poverty into life for so
many years! 

Armonia is over
30 years old!
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On December 9,  we had our AIMS-Mexico City  and staff Christmas
celebration.  We  had  a  wonderful  lunch  together,  followed  by  a  time  of
reflection and gratitude towards God, and receiving gifts.

Armonia UK 
The  Armonia  UK  Trust  participated  in  this  year’s  biggest  online

fundraising  campaign,  called  Big  Give  Christmas  Challenge.  Armonia’s
project for the Big Give campaign was the Scholars in Oaxaca, which allows
us to extend our more scholarships under the AIMS program. Thank you,
Armonia UK! 

OJC
Our  German  friends,  Offensive  Junger  Christen  put  together  a

Christmas  campaing  called  OJC  Weihnachtsaktion  for  Armonia  and  other
ministries  every  year.  Saul  Jr.  spent  a  few days  with  them in  November,
shared news about Armonia, and answered questions regarding the visit of
OJC’s young volunteers, who will be helping us with the construction work at
Casa Esperanza. Before his visit to OJC, Saul spent some days in Germany
with friends who are willing to partake in Armonia’s work for an extended
period of time, as well as with the young people he lived with at OJC ten
years ago. We are very thankful for our friends from Germany. Vielen dank,
liebe Freunde!   
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AIMS Oaxaca— College is coming! 
The high school Scholars are preparing for college by taking practice

tests every weekend. It is very hard to get into college in Mexico, especially if
your mother tongue is not Spanish, and the quality of your education before
high school was poor.  These are some of the greatest challenges that the
Armonia Scholars face. However, practicing for their college-entrance exam
has proven to be effective. So far, we have had several of our Scholars get
into  first-tear  universities  such  as  the  National  Autonomous  University
(UNAM), and the National Polytechnic Institute (IPN). 

Paulino’s graduation 
Paulino  just  graduated  from  his  Associate’s  Degree  in  Human

Resources. He will  soon begin to study a Bachelor’s  Degree in Corporate
Management.  We are really proud of him! 
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A new member of the Smith-Cruz 
family

We are so delighted to share with you the arrival of Joshua Saúl Smith-
Cruz  to  our  family.  Eidi  gave  birth  to  a  Baby  boy  on  December  3rd  in
Washington DC. Eidi and Matthew as well as everyone at Armonia are so
grateful  and  joyful  for  the  new  wonderful  addition  to  our  family  and
community. Pilar and Saúl Jr. are spending this Christmas season with them
and enjoying getting to know little Baby Joshua Saúl. 

Eidi and Matthew gave Joshua the middle name Saúl so this will be a
beautiful reminder of who his Grandfather was and all the love he had for
him even before he was born. Together with them we plan to tell the many
stories his Granddad Saúl had through his life. If you have a story you would
like to share with him please send it to us as we will be putting a little book
together in the next few months for him to read in the years to come. 

 

Prayer requests 
•  Please pray for more economic resources to get to Armonia. 

• Help  us  pray  for  Lupe  as  he  takes  his  first  professional  steps  in

different and exciting directions. 

• Let  us  keep  praying  for  the  people  who  are  suffering  after  the

earthquakes. Several people lost their homes, their loved ones, their
pets, their possessions, and their safety. 
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• Keep the coming Armonia graduates in your prayers, please. They are

Bety and Chucho. 

• Let’s thank God for Paulino’s graduation. 

• We are very greatful for Joshua Saúl. Keep the Smith-Cruz family in

your prayers, please. 

• Tere, Jessica, Juan Filiberto, Perla, Amancio, and Marcos will take their

college exam next year. If they don’t score enough points in the exam,
they will have to wait to take the exam again, so it is very important
that they do well. They are studying hard. Please pray for them. 

• We are thankful for our health, and because despite some of us being ill

for some weeks, we recovered well. 

• Daisy’s sister is only one year old, but she will need surgery when she

turns nine. Please keep her in your prayers. 

Merry Christmas season!
We are thankful with Armonia US, Armonia UK, the board, OJC, and all

of the institutions, churches and individuals who are part of this big family
called Armonia! 
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May God bless  you as  He uses  you to  bless  people  in  need.  Merry
Christmas season! May you all have a wonderful new year!

Kind regards, 

 Pilar de Cruz, Director Saul Cruz Jr., Asistant  
 Director                                                              Assistant Director 
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